PHILEBUS.
H, IIEPI 'HAONHS. Platon. Op. Serrani, Vol. 2. p. 11.
THIS dialogue is too remarkable to be passed over slightly: we shall therefore annex the principal heads of it. The question is, Tt rcov avOpwrnvuv Kr^/xarcov apurrov; "What is the supreme good of mankind?" and, " whether pleasure1 or wisdom have the better pretension to it ?"
The persons are, Protarchus, the son of Callias, who supports the cause of pleasure, and Socrates, who opposes it: Philebus, who had begun the dispute but was grown weary of it, and many others of the Athenian youth, are present at the conversation. The time of it is no where marked. The end of the dialogue is supposed to be lost.
P. 12. The name of pleasure, variously applied, to the joys of intemperance and folly, and to the satisfaction arising from wisdom, and from the command of our passions.
Though of unlike, and even of opposite natures, they agree so far, as they are all pleasures alike; as black and white, though contrary the one to the other, are comprehended under the general head of colours. 1 V. cle Eepubl. L. 6. p. 505.